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PREFAC E. 


NY Perſon, woboſe View is Truth, would 
not defire to have what he bath written, 
as lily or haſtily thru into the Hands of the 
Public ; but only, that it may have its Chance fairly 
allowed to live, and thrive, and grow gradually into 
Efteem with the Publick, if it ſhould appear any 
how worthy thereof. It is thus, and only thus, 
that the Author of this Sermon defires, that any 
Thing that he hath written ſhould live. And, it is 
certain, that it is only the real Worth of Books, that 
can recommend them to the Peruſal, and preſerve 
them i 11 4 good Opinion, of the Judicious. Re- 
A ; commendation 


{iv) 
commendation from thoſe in bigh Reputation ſets 
them off indeed with ſome Advantage and Eaſe to 
.the Authors of them; but this alone cannot, or ſhould 
not at leaſt, long preſerve them in Efteem : Befides 
this, there ſometimes may ſome particular Reaſon: 
occur, why what is written could not be haſtily 
thruſt on the Public : And the Author of this Sermon 
would have thought himſelf obliged to a Sett of Per- 
fons, who take upon themſelves. to review what 
Books are written, and monthly to iſſue out their 
Approbation or Diſapprobal ion thereof ; telling the 
Publich, whoſe Books are fit for them to-read; and 
whoſe are not ſo, for their Silence; and would, if 
Be had had an Opportunity, requeſted"ſuch Favour 
at their Hands, at leaſt for a while, even if they 
had been inclined to let him paſs Muſter at their 
Review, and diſpoſed not to have given that bad 
Churacter they did of an Eſſay, that be hath lately 
written, on the Prophecies of the New Teſta- 
ment, which relate to the Deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſatem, and the Diſperſion of the Fews ; ;.to the 
Fall E Rome and the Roman Empire; and to the 
| 7 Millen- 


(ins; 
Millennium; together with ſome Obfervations 
on the State of Chriſt's: Church here on Earth 
after the Millennium: But to have given it the 
fineft Character they ever yet beſtowed on any Book, 
ſmmce they firſt ſet up their Office ; and that, for 
this particular Reaſon, becauſe a very eminent 
Preacher, and Miniſter of the Church of England, 
is publiſhing a Treatiſe on the Prophecies of the Old 
and New Teſtament ; for if ſo enmnent a Perſim 
confines his View of the Prophecies within that Li- 
mit, which our Lord hath declared to be placed 
thereto, the Tranſgreſſing which bewilders Men in 
all the endleſs Mazes of the moſt wretched Igno- 
rance, this Rock avoided, doubtleſs he will give 
that Satisfa&tion in general therein, to thoſe that 
believe in the Holy Scriptures ; which the Author 
of this Sermon in Part aimed at, in that Eſjay: - 
which he lately publiſhed.. However this may be, 
he owns, he can make. no material Alteration in it; 
but only an Amendment of ſome of thoſe Omiſſions: 
and Errors, which are incident ta. thoſe who write 
with mo Hy Aud fuch an Amendment. is 
ARDS, 


1 L 
intended, Fit ſhould be found hereafter neh fo 
meet with Approbation; but, if this ſhould never 
be, yet be moſt earneſtly defires to obtain ſuch Repu- | 
tation, as may be ſufficient to reſcue that Eſſay of bis 
from any baſe and vile Aſperfions caſt on it. And 


it is in this Hope, Reader, that this Sergton Js —_ 
to your Peruſal. 


q 
| 
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MArr. 


They that be whole need not a Phyſician, 
but they that are ſick. 


Saviour Jeſus Chri/?, are part of a Reply of 
his to the Phariſees, finding Fault with, 
and murmuring at his Diſciples, becauſe their 
Maſter did eat with Publicans, or Tax-gatherers, 
and Sinners, at a Feaſt or Entertainment, of which 
the calling of Matthew from the Receipt of Cuſ- 
tom, which he left to be a Diſciple, had occaſionally 
made our Lord a Gueſt: the whole Reply is this, 
<« he ſaid unto them” the Phariſees, © they that be 
< whole need not a Phyſician, but they that are 
* ſick; but go ye and learn what that meaneth, 
« I will have Mercy and not Sacrifice; for Iam 
© not come to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
% Repentance. A Reply fufficient to have cured 
the conceited Pride and Blindneſs of thoſe Phariſces, 
5 hed 


FT HE SE Words of our bleſſed Lord and 
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had they had any Remains of Candour and Inge- 
| nuity left uneffaced in them through their Prejudice 
and Prepoſſeſſion; how much more ſhould theſe 
Words of our Lord, © they that be whole need not 
* g Phyfician, but they that are fick,” have preſerved 
all that profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, from ever 
running into a needlefs and preſumptuous Uſe of 
the Phyſician, in contradiction to ſo plain and ob- 

vious a Truth, ſo clearly bounding the appointed 
Uſe of the Art and Skill of the Phyſician: yet ſo 
little Regard hath been paid to theſe and other 
Words of our Saviour's, ſpoken concerning the Ap- 
pointments of God's Providence over us, through 
that groſs Decay of Chriſtianity that hath lately pre- 
vailed here, that a Multitude have ſinned by run- 
ning into the Practice of being inoculated, in order 
to ſet aſide, or abate from, the Number of Diſ- 
eaſes that the human Body is made liable to, that 
of the Small-pox ; and this only, becauſe fair 
Shews, Appearances and Pretences, have been 
urged for this Practice, ſo very inconſiſtent with the 
revealed Will of God. But where a Multitude 
hath ſinned, in any Reſpect that affordeth Lucre 
to, or any how conſorteth with, the Purpoſes Men 
have in View, there never have been, nor ever will 
be wanting, all the fair Shews, Appearances and 


P retences, 
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Pretences, to be urged for ſuch a Practice, that 
the Wit of cunning Men can invent. 


Paſſages of Holy Scripture are frequently to be 
met with, commanding us to a due Care for, and 
Uſe of, the Means appointed by God's Goodneſs 
and Providence for the Preſervation of our Health; 
charging us only againſt placing a wrong Confidence 
in thoſe Means, which would expoſe us to endleſs 
Cares, Impoſitions and Deceits, in a Point of that 
Concern and Importance to us, that our Health is 
of ; declaring too, how God, by retaining Health 
from, viſits and corrects the Ungrateful, and Miſ- 
truſtful, of his giving, as well as thoſe who neg- 
le& and abuſe his Gifts, 


Our Lord, in his perfe& Teaching, directs our 


Care in ſeeking, in Proportion to the Worth of that 
which he directs us to ſeek for; and he would 
have us value Things according to their true Worth; 


for where our Treaſure is, there will be our Heart ” 
alſo; and calling us from the troubleſome and de- 


ſtructive Ways of our Sins and Follies, would lead us 
to all. Health, and to all Happineſs ; ſhewing us how 
greatly God loves, and how wiſely He, the Giver 
of every good and perfe& Gift, gives unto Men 
continually ; and where the necdful Things for this 


Life 
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Life are added unto thoſe who have ſought them in 


due Subordination : ſuch Things will not be conti- 
nued unto them, without a due and continual Uſe 
of thoſe Means which God hath -appointed and 
made requiſite, for the retaining, keeping or pre- 
ſerving of them ; ſo we cannot preſerve our Health 
without religious Temperance ; without the due ob- 


| ſerving of the Rule of, not too much; without the 
continual Refreſhment of convenient Food and Rai- 


ment; without the alternate Relief of Buſineſs, 
Recreation and Reſt ; and of ſuch other Neceſſaries 


of Life, provided for us, and diſtributed to us by 


the Hand of God; and arrive at Years, and die of 
Old-Age, the rareſt Kind of Death and leaſt in Uſe. 
But we under the Goſpel, are required not to be 


anxious after a long Continuance here ; what we 


are chiefly charged is this, that what Time we live 


here, we live well ; but how long, or ſhort, we are 


to ſubmit with humble Wann to the Will of 
God, our heavenly Father; and the Stroke of 
Death will then reach us when it is beſt for us; and 
the ſhortening of a State of Tryal, is an eſpecial 


25 and Kindneſs to thoſe who are fit to die. 


The b Divine Wiſdom winch taught and com- 
manded us firſt to ſeek the Kingdom of God and 


his Righteoulneß, taught us, chat the taking Care 


ab out 


1 [ "3 

about the Means of Health and Life, can ne- 
ver add unto our Lives, no otherwiſe than by adding 
unto the Weakneſſes, the Diſeaſes, the Troubles 
and Miſeries thereof; this is the Caſe in taking 
undue Care; but where there is joined thereto a 
Practice flagrantly ſinful, any Appearance of the 

Succeſs thereof doth only intoxicate Men, and when 

ſuch Fits are over, the Weight that ſuch a Practice 
adds to the Miſeries of W s Life will be ſeen and 
2 


The Acknowledginen of God's Goodneſs in 
having given us Means of Support for Health and 
Life, the chearful and thankful Uſe thereof with 
Content for ſuch at his Hands, we are taught by 

God's revealed Will to be the Way of preſerving 
Health and Life ; thus St. Paul affirms, that God- 

linefs, or a religious Worſhip and Dependence on 

God, is profitable unto all Things, having the Promiſe 

of the Life that now is, and of that which is to come 

and that Virtue, with Contentment, is great Gain: 
this he proves from this known and experienced 

Truth, that we brought nothing into this World, and 

it is certain we can carry nothing out ; and charges 

us, that having Food and Raiment to be content there- 
with; for they who are bent, by their being rich, 
to make a Proviſion for more than the common 
wo C . and 


| « 6 5 | | 
and eedinaty Supports of Life, fall into Temp- 
tation and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 


ful Luſts or Deſires, which drown. Men in De- 
ſtruction and Perdition. | 


Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour teaches and requires 
us to pray for our daily Bread, ſhewing us thereby. 
that God in his Mercy towards us, doth not give 
us any Security in our Health and Life being long 
continued to us here: thus God proceeds with us, 
that we may be brought to that Behaviour which 
he requires and wills from us; that of owning and 
acknowledging his Hand continually over us: a 
View, or Sight of Security in our Health, would 
be very hurtful to us in the State we at re 
are in. 


God: is 1 il wiſe in what he gives, as kind * 
merciful in what he denies; ſo, if Health, without 
which we cannot reliſh temporal Enjoyments, is 
denied us, it is denied us out of Pity and Kindneſs: 
God, who is thus merciful and wiſe, is Almighty 

too, and the Appointments of his Providence muſt” 

prevail, his Word muſt ſtand, be made good, and 

be fulfilled ; his Will muſt be done: thus it muſt 
be either with our Wills, or againſt our Wills; 
and who, never; ſuffers any impious Practice, per- 


ſiſted 


(7) 


fiſted in \ by a People, ts go without its FS, 

and did there attend apparently, all that 1 
ment of Health, upon the unnatural Practice of 
Inoculation, which is ſeen ſometimes to follow 


from young Perſons before the Tide of Life is 


turned, their having the Small- pox in the natural 
Way; fach Appearance, though proved by any 
Length of Time that the ſhort- -lighted Obſervations 
of Men can reach unto, would not in the leaſt juſ- 
tify us in ſuch a Practice, if it was found any how 


to claſh with that Truſt in the good Providence of 
God, our heavenly Father, which is required from 


us; and the only Way for Men to reaſon and act 
right, in Reſpect of that Diſeaſe, the Small-pox, 


is to ſubmit to the Will of God, as to the Time 


when he ſhall ſee fit to afflict Men therewith ; for 
Diſeaſes are ſeaſonable Strokes of the 3 
of a moſt gracious God, that are not to be antici- 


pated by a premature Uſe; for, as Men by doing 


ſo, know not what Harm they do, ſo they know 
not what Good they prevent. Such Diſeaſes as all 
Men, 1 in the common and ordinary Courſe of God's 
Providence, are made liable to, are his Appoint- 


ment for ſuch general Good, and for ſuch great 


Purpoſes, that he in Wiſdom cannot fo permit 
them to the Power, Right and Management of 
MED, that they may chuſe- whether they will be 


; liable | 
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| liable to them or not; ſuch an Attempt, in any 
Degree, can only in the End procure ſome greater 


and ſeverer Affliction, than that which Men thus 


fooliſhly and impiouſly endeavour to avoid. 


God, the Almighty Creator and Supreme Go- 
vernor of the Univerſe, ſees the whole of his Ap- 
pointments, and ſees them to be good ; and he who 
maketh Good to come from Ill, mercifully uſes Diſ- 
eaſes for three Ends ; as Forewarnings to all Men of 
the Frailty, the Weakneſs, and the Miſery that 

Man ſtood reduced to by his Fall; for the Correction 
and Amendment of thoſe who labour under them ; 
and as Means to remove us from this World. 


Diſeaſes, like other Afflictions of this Life, will 
afterwards yield the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſ- 
neſs unto them which are exerciſed thereby ; - but ſo 
| exerciſed thereby we ſhall never be, unleſs we look 

on Diſeaſes, as Corrections from the Hand of God, 
infinitely wiſe and good, who as a moſt tender Fa- 
ther, correcteth thoſe he loves. Diſeaſes thus re- 
garded, will cauſe Patience; Patience, Expe- 
rience ; and Experience, Hope; chearful and ac- 
tive Confidence in God, with thoſe good and bleſſed 
Affections of Heart, which in Holy Scripture are 
declared to be the genuine Fruit of the Holy 

Ghoſt; 


(9) 
Ghoſt ; Offspring of Heavenly Love, not what we 
can provide and ſecure to ourſelves by any Act of 
ours, but what we muſt endeavour to obtain and 
accept of; on the Terms and Conditions it is offered 
by the Giver ; the Fear of the Lord is the firſt Step 
towards this; the Beginning and Foundation of 
Wiſdom ; and they only have a good Underſtand- 
ing, that act thereafter. The Practice of inocu- 
lating Children, greatly tends to blot out of their 
Minds, the Principles of all religious Fear of God, 
and Regard of Diſeaſes as Corrections from his Hand; 
in this Caſe parental Authority is proſtituted in a 
moſt hurtful Manner; for that Way, in which a 
Child is trained up, he will rarely depart from when 
he is old. The Practice of Inoculation is, in all 
Reſpects, reſpecting either Children, or thoſe grown 
up, bad and deſtructive to Man; and, unleſs a 
People had been long corrupted in their Ways, they 
could not have run into this Practice, as they have 
lately done. 


A View of the Pretences, urged for Inoculation, 
if not flightly and ſuperficially taken, may ſerve to 
ſhew the Folly thereof. The main and chief In- 
ducement of the People to this Practice, I appre- 
hend to be the Deſire of following thoſe who have 
ſet them the Example therein; ; eſpecially as the 

„ Succeſs 
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Succeſs thereof hath been much boaſted of; be- 
cauſe few, out of the Number inoculated, have 
immediately, and directly upon Inoculation, had 
their Health deſtroyed ; and a very few found im- 
mediate Death thereby: But, in Fact and Truth, 
what is this Succeſs that is boaſted of? Is it in Re- 
ality any Succeſs at all? Were the Perſons that have 
been inoculated, ill and ſick, and Inoculation ad- 
miniſtered as a Medicine to them (though ſure as 
odd a Medicine as ever was invented by Man, con- 
ſiſting of Corruption and Infection, unnaturally 
and forcibly mingled with the Blood of Man); 
then, had this been the Caſe, and fick Perſons ſo 
treated had ſurvived ſuch Treatment, and recovered 

their Health, it might innocently be called Suc- 
ceſs; but that is not the Caſe with Inoculation ; 
the Pretence is not to cure Men of any Diſeaſe 
they labour under; but to inſure their Health to 
ſome Degree. But how do. theſe Inſurers pretend. 
to compaſs ſuch an End? What, by any Exemp- 
tion of the Perſons inoculated ? any how in gene- 
ral from Diſeaſes, that, probably, they may not 
fall by any immature Stroke of Death, but arrive 
in Health at Old-age ? No ſuch Pretence as this, 
and the exempting Men only from having the Small 
Pox in the natural Way. Since there are many other 
almoſt innumerable Shapes and Forms of Death 
imma- 


(171) 

immature, as well as from that ſad and dire Diſeaſe; 
this, with any Propriety, cannot be called Succeſs, 
ſuppoſing no Hurt enſued to the Conſtitution of the 
human - Body thereby. And, could Phyſicians 
give the Small Pox in the ſafeſt Way imaginable, 
yet certainly it is happier for a Man, if fo it pleaſe 
God, not to have the Small Pox, nor any other 
Diſeaſe, during Life. Inoculators make indeed a fine 
Pretence of their Way, pretending not only, that 
they do no Harm to the Conſtitution of the hu- 
man Body thereby; but that they give the Small 
Pox, by infufing the Infection thereof immediately 
with the Blood, in a far ſafer and better Manner, 
than it is got by drawing it in with the Breath, as. 
they ſay it is got in the natural Way. But did any 
Phyſician ever yet ſee how Infection, in having the 
Small Pox in the natural Way, enters the human 
Body, and where it takes its firſt Seat? From 
known and common Experiments, it is found, that 
Things eaſily enter and paſs through Subſtances 
far more ſolid and compact than any Part of the 
human Body; and never ſtop, or have their ap- 
pointed Effect, until they meet with Matter ſo con- 
trived, ſo conſtituted, that from that they begin the 
Force and Effect which they have. 


. 7 | =, | ; There 


There are many Things, in the ordinary Works 
of God, continually to be met with, that paſs Man's 
Underſtanding; how much more ſo the Make 
of -Man? an Acknowlegement hereof is ſooneſt 
drawn from the wiſeſt and the beſt of Men: And 
who can account for the Spreading of infectious 
| Diſeaſes ? Such Knowlege is too excellent for Man 
to underſtand. Infectious or peſtilential Diſeaſes, 
in their Courſe or Progreſs, are found to rage only 
for a Time; and, during ſuch Rage, all Perſons 
are not ſo conſtituted as to be afflicted therewith. 
Once, if no more, the People of this Land were 
ſeized with a Diſeaſe peculiar to the Engh/h, the 
Sweating Sickneſs; for that Diſeaſe ſeized Engh/t- 
men, and Engliſhmen only, wherever they were. 
How, and when, Men ſhould be afflicted with a 
\ Diſeaſe, and Health turned into a Diſtemper by 

bringing it on them when well, ſhould be left to his 
Direction, who ſaw our Subſtance, yet being im- 
perfect. And nothing can make Men aim at ſuch 
Direction, but Man's wretched Ignorance ; and, 
before Men can do ſo, no ſmall Degree of Pre- 
ſumption muſt have gotten Dominion over them. 


The only Inſtance, that hath the beſt Appear- 
ance of the Succeſs of Inoculation, in promoting 
| the 


(13) 
the bodily Health of Men, is, where it hath met 
with a Body in ſuch Plight and Habit, that the 
Perſon inoculated hath really had the Small Pox, 
and recovered thencefrom. Circumſtances of Body, 
that ſurely no Phyſician will pretend to ſee; it cer- 
tainly otherwiſe hath but a bad Appearance, where 
the Infection, forced into the Blood, lies latent; 
or where it only hath a Diſcharge under Sores, and 


other Shapes and Forms, as have not the leaſt Re- 


ſemblance to the Small Pox : And, one would ima- 
gine, a few ſuch Inſtances would be ſufficient to 
deter Men from the Preſumption of ſuch a needleſs 
Venture; ſince it muſt be owned, that Strength of 
Nature and Conſtitution in Youth is ſo contrived, 
that it paſſeth over Things hurtful, which yet leave 
enough of their ill Effect behind them, as to be of 
very ill Conſequence in the End. Since it is fo, 
how vain a Boaſt and Pretence is it to pretend to 
give an infectious Diſeaſe, under the Colour thereby 
any how of ſecuring Health, were there nothing in 
ſuch a Practice, contrary to what our Lord hath 
taught us concerning the Providence of God the Fa- 
ther, how all his Creatures are numbered before 
him, and none fall without him; what his Will 
is, as to our depending on him for the Preſervation 
of our Health; and what Bounds are appointed to 
the Uſe and Aid of the Phyſician, which never can 
1 be 


(14) 
be of any Uſe, when Men are well, and free from 
Diſtempers. In ſuch Caſe, for Men to take Phyſic or 
Medicines, merely upon the Account of their being 
liable to a common Diſtemper, with the reſt of 
Mankind, is certainly a groſs Abuſe of Medicines 
beyond all prudent Care or Caution; and it is but 
a lame Subterfuge, and halting Excuſe to palliate 
the Preſumption of this Practice of Inoculation, 
when Men ſay, it is only uſed as letting of Blood; 
for letting of Blood is never uſed in order to pre- 
vent a Diſtemper when Men are well, but only 
when Symptoms betoken an Approach of ſome 
Diſeaſe, for which leſſening the Quantity of Blood 
is held proper and conducive towards a Cure. And 
Arguments, founded and built on Things compared, 
ſhould be from Things that truly tally, or elſe de | 
are no Arguments at all. | 


T he other eva Reaſon for Inoculation, be- 
ſides that of the boaſted Succeſs thereof, I take to 
be the intended Preſervation of Beauty thereby, that 
which ſurely muſt be owned to be very grace- 
ful and comely, But that which is not a fafe 
Means for Health, can never be ſo for Beauty. The 
only ſafe Means of Health is Care, bounded by 
thoſe Rules of Diſcretion, that a Senſe of Religion 
wil 


(+57) 
will place; and, without ſuch Diſcretion, even 
Beauty itſelf becomes Uncomelineſs ; fitting as un- 
comely on the Faireſt, as a Jewel in a Swine's 
Snout. | 


Beauty, Health, and Strength, every thing that 
1s graceful, beneficial, or really ornamental to a 
Country, muſt fink and decay, as our holy Reli- 
gion in Jeſus Chriſt decays; for it is the Manners 
of the Inhabitants, their adhering to, or deviating 
from thoſe good and honeſt Practices, which Chri- 
ſtian Principles of Moderation inftil (not the Trade, 
not the Soil, not the Situation thereof), that makes 
a Country happy or wretched. The Advantage of 
Trade, of Soil, and of Situation, Things that 
ſhould be for the Wealth of a People, abuſed, muſt 
haſten on their Deſtruction, be but the Occafion of 
their ſooner falling. And theie is not a more me- 
lancholy Reflection to a Man who loves his Coun- 
try, than to think, what a Sort of Habitation ; 
what a Hold of foul Spirits; what a Cage of un- 
clean and hateful Birds, that Country, which was 
at leaſt equal in its Happineſs to any Part of Chri- 
ſtendom, will become, if what remains of our holy 

Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be reduced to a weaker 

State, and to languiſh till its Death here. Narrow, 
ſinful, or falſe Self-love (the Contrary to that Vir- 
„ | 5 tue 
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tue which is made the Bond of our Perfectneſs), as it 
| knows no Bounds to its Deſires or Expences, is ever 
prompted to uſe all Means of getting, being foſtered 
and grown to an enormous Size, apparently leads 
to this moſt wretched State. Thus, if ever the pub- 
lic Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion ſhould come 
to be treated, with the laſt Degree of Neglect, Diſ- 
grace, and Contempt, and fo be baniſhed. and tran- 
ſported from this Land, noble and worthy Mem- 
bers of a Parliament, the hereditary and eleCtive, 
would become as regardleſs of the Properties and 
Rights of others, and as ignorant of Liberty, and 
wherein it conſiſts, as any Set of Baſhaws ; the va- 
liant Soldiers of the Realm as injurious and oppreſ- 
ſive to their King and Country, as a ſtanding Army 
of Janizaries ; and every other Part and Branch of 
the Nation become equally corrupt in their Ways. 


The Sword, Peſtilence, and Famine, are but Be- 
ginnings of Sorrow to a Chriſtian Nation; light Af- 
flictions in Compariſon to this. Though theſe are 
very ſore Judgments of God, yet they are not the 
laſt, they ſpeaking the Correction of a People, not 
their Deſtruction ; not that the Ax is laid to the 
Root of the Tree; not but even, when this is the 
Caſe, and a People have long proved incorrigible, 

| if at laſt, ſo doth the Mercy of God accompany his 


Juſtice, 
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Juſtice, they will turn from thoſe Ways, that they 
have long corrupted themſelves in, and bring forth 
Works meet for Repentance; they will be preſerved 
a Chriſtian Nation as long as the World itſelf ſhall 
endure. Some Years ago there was a Scheme, 
and a Multitude were then to be made, not healthy; 
but rich all of a ſudden; but it ended in private 
Abundance, and public Poverty, which hath been 
increaſed fince, by pernicious Lotteries, and ſuch 
other Stocks and Jobbs as are moſt ſurely deſtruc- 
tive of the Wealth of any People. All Projects, 
founded in Iniquity, are but temporary Cures, the 
bungling Patches that make the Rent worſe, and 
muſt, when perſiſted in, in the End render a 
People a ſenſeleſs Body &, ſuch a rotten and cor- 
rupt Carcaſe, that Eagles and all Birds of Prey, 
foreign and domeſtic, will gather themſelves toge- 
ther about it; this Project or Bubble of Inoculation 
is not in the leaſt a more likely Scheme to encreaſe 
the Health of Men, than that, ſome Vears ago, 
was their Wealth. 


—_—_— 


It hath been held for Truth, that, though a People cannot 
ſee, yet * can feel; but Hiſtory ſhews this Obſervation not 


* However 


rs) 


However bad the Practice of Inoculation is, and 

unworthy, of a Chriſtian, for how can ſuch a Deed 
de done in the Manner we are enjoined to do every 
Deed of Importance in? yet, it muſt be owned, 
that, by the Objects that Men have had Inoculation 
practiſed upon, Objects, paſt all, Doubt, of the 
tendereſt Care and Concern, to them, that, at leaſt, 
they muſt have meant well; but. to what Pur poſe 
apails the Well- meaning of thoſe. Perſons, who have 
not good or Chriſtian Principles, to ground their 
Well-meaning on? as they have not, who meaſure 
Good or IIl by apparent good, or ill Succeſs here: 
The Well- -meaning of ſuch Perſons would often be 
attended with the Ruin and Deſtruction of Men, 
were not Men preſerved thencefrom by the. Good: 
neſs of God. | 


1 would by no Means 3 any thing aid, in 
this Diſcourſe, to dimipith in the leaſt, in the Opi= 

nion of any one, the Honour due unto the Phyſi- 
cian, or to cramp any how a Regard after Health, 
that greateſt of earthly Bleſſings; for we may, cer- 
tainly we are bound ſo to do, by all Means of ho- 
neſt Induſtry, of prudent Foreſight, and of faithful 


Care, to endeavour to poſſeſs Health here, as well 


e temporal or earthly Good; yet, at the 
ſame 
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fune time, we are enjoined to take Care,. that ſuch 
Things do not get Poſſeſſion of us; for, by doing 


fo, we render ourfelves Slaves to ſome other Maſter, 


and ceaſe to be Servants of him, whoſe Will weare 
bound to obey, by every Motive that is proper to 
influence ſuch a rational and free Creature as Man ; 
and thenceforth our Wants will become irrelievable, 
the very Means we ule to prevent our Wants, pre- 
venting our being relieved through our Confidence 
therein ; for Diſappointment and Miſery muſt ever 
attend all Confidence, that is made to terminate in 
any thing but in the Goodneſs and Power of Al- 
mighty God. | 


Every Man hath his God, which, if he cannot 
be ſaid to love, yet he ſerves with all his Heart, 


with all his Soul, with all his Strength, and with 


all his Mind. The Glory of thoſe, who in this 


Manner mind. earthly Things, ſhould. be their 


Shame; and the Folly of theſe cannot but be deemed. 


as great, if. not greater, than of the greateſt Idola- 


ters; ſince they are apt and ready to make no leſs a 


Sacrifice thereto, than that of themſelves, hereby 
placing themſelves: in that hard and: difficult. State, 
which generally attends —_ Rich. 
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The reſtleſs and deſtructive Appetite of an unſa- 
tiable and falſe Hunger and Thirſt after the Things 
of this World, and which admits of no Savour or 
Reliſh for the Things of the other World, is now 
ſo generally looked upon as the Height of Taſte, 
that it is not improbable, if a Clergyman was to 
negle& his Station, Duty, and Charge of that ſa- 
cred Function, which he moſt ſolemnly takes upon 
| himſelf, in Search after thoſe Refinements in Deli- 
| cacies, in which pagan Rome ſo glorified herſelf, 
but he would be received with Approbation and 
Admiration, Where this corrupt and vitiated 
Taſte reigns, there the mere Sounds of either per- 
verted or falſe Science, if but ſo modulated that 
they charm or divert, will paſs for pure literary 
Merit; and any thing be received, that only er ex- 
cepted which would give Reſt. ay 


God hath Aichered himſelf t to be a jeilloms God, not 
admitting of any Competitor in his Right over Man ; 
and, when an undue Truſt or Confidence is placed 
in the greateſt of Men, he hath pronounced a Curſe 
againſt it; and to uſe preſumptuous Means for 
Health, though it implies a Belief or Confidence 
ſomewhere, yet it is to turn Unbelievers as to Al- 
mighty God, though not in that groſs Manner of 
thoſe, who openly and avowedly do ſo; and who, 


when 
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when eminent any how for their Reaſon and Know- 
lege, can be looked upon by ſenſible Men in no 
other Light, than as Beacons on Tops of Moun- 
tains, or Enſigns on Hills, to forewarn and teach 
Men to fear, by pointing out to them, what Monſters 
in Iniquity Men may turn themſelves into; ſhewing 
what Liars they may become ; what diabolical Uſe 
they make of that Power, that their Reaſon and 
Knowledge gives them, againſt that Part of Man- 
kind, who are weak enough, and wicked enough, 
to give into their Ways; yet every Refuſal of ſub- 
mitting to the Will of God, and the appointed 
Courſe of his Providence in Part and Proportion 


thereto, is an Unbelief, a Denial of Him, denying 
our Belief in ſome of his moſt eſſential Properties 


and, while we thus deny him, muſt not he in 
| Wiſdom and Goodneſs deny us, withholding ſuch 
good Things from us as Health? We ſee that our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, the great Phyſician of our Souls, 
our Souls diſtempered by the Fall, that the Inſinu- 
ations of the Devil drawed Man into, generally: 
cured none, but thoſe in whom he found ſuch a 
Diſpofition of Mind, as betokened them to have 
Faith in God; thereby demonſtrating 'the 'great 
Neceſſity of Faith, as that, without which, we 
cannot- be extricated out of the Difficulties of this 
Life, And once, when he promiſcuouſly cured a 
G G ; Number, 
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Number, nine Men out of ten did not return him 
Thanks; and this is an Injunction laid upon us by 
the Apoſtle St. Paul, to“ take heed, leſt there be 
e in any of us an evil Heart of Unbelief (an Evil 
"I Heart far more common than is apprehended) 
nin departing from the Living God.“ Faith is a 
Virtue conſtantly recommended to us throughout 
the Holy Scriptures, therefore it is a conſiſtent Part, 
that they act, who have entered the Liſt of Advo- 
cates for Inoculation, to prepoſſeſs the Minds of 
Men; and to prepare them, by all the Means, 
that Wit and Ridicule can ſuggeſt to, and ſupply 
them with, to turn a deaf Ear to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and their Eyes from the Light thereof. 
There is but one Cauſe, that makes Men hate (and 
that ever will make them hate, unleſs they can be 
brought to Repentance) the Light of Holy Scrip- 


ture, becauſe their Deeds are evil; this Cauſe now 


ſtrongly prevails; and ſuch Haters of Holy Scrip- 
ture imagine they ſhall be wanting to themſelves, 
if they neglected ſuch an Opportunity of promoting 
the like Hatred in others, as the forwarding, and 
keeping on Foot, an evil, an impious, and a pre- 
ſumptuous Practice, received and countenanced, 
affords: A Practice by which Men ſeek Health in 
a far worſe Manner, than ever Gentiles or Heathens 
of the former World ſought: it in. 


Yet, 
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Yet, bad as the Practice is in itſelf, there may be 
ſomething ſaid in Excuſe, for the paſt Error of 
of ſome, who have been drawn into this Practice. 
Have not Men, by being inoculated, followed the 
Advice of ſome eminent Phyſicians therein? And, 
is it not highly probable, had not ſuch Men lent, 
their Aid to keep this Practice on Foot, it would 
have ſtopt, and ended here at firſt, and not have 
been received from the buſy firſt Promoters of it? 


The great and eminent Phyſicians, that this Na- 
tion hath heretofore produced, hath moſt deſervedly 
brought this noble and uſeful Profeſſion into high 
Eſteem and Reputation here: Men not leſs fa- 
mous in their Generations, for their Honeſty, and 
Senſe of Religion, than for their great Improve- 
ments and Jnventions in the Art of Phyſic. Vet, 
lately, ſome of their eminent Succeſſors, as to all 
Senſe of Religion, have been their direct Reverſe ; 
and, if the Public have been obliged to them, for 
what they publiſhed in their younger Years, yet 
ſuch have they been, in the Decline of Life, that, 
if their Example, when Years ſhould give Weight 


and Force thereto, were followed, it would prove 


moſt poiſonous: : And, if ſuch Men affe to make 
a Shew of their info and Ae in a Man- 
. ner, 
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ner, and at a Time, that is moſt likely to infect 
others, the Stink, that attends the Memory of ſuch 
Men, will be moſt abominable and- offenfive to 
Chriſtians; and ſuch Men dreaming, that their 
monſtrous Collection of Rarities can be more uſe- 
fully diſpoſed of, than with the Men of the parti- 
cular Profeſſion and Science, of which ſuch Things 
are proper Objects, affords nothing ſtrange; the 
over-rating ſuch Things, or the mifapplying them, 
beſpeaks in Men, not only their Age and Decline, 
but their Dotage too ; and nothing is more apt to 
move Contempt and Ridicule in the Beholders : 
And, conſidering . how craving and infatiable a a 
greedy Appetite after ſuch Things renders Men, 
there is no Difficulty in finding out the Motive of 
ſuch Men for Inoculation. Yet the Advance, that 
Inoculation made here, was but ſlow, under the 
Aid lent thereto, by the Advice of Phyſicians, as 
there were plain Marks of the daring Impiety, that 
there was in ſuch a Practice, till it came recom- 
mended from another Quarter ; from ſome of thoſe 
who profeſs themſelves Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
of that Catholic * and Apoſtolic Church, the Church 
of England. I do not mean only ſuch Recommen- 
raw as Cound come from uy n wan Bank, 


8 Where theſe oats and 2 Parts of the Church 
are wanting, there, at belt, can be but a Sect. 


either 
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either half or wholly, left the Preſbyterian Sect he 
belonged to ; and thus done either for the Sake of 
the Church *, or for the Sake of Preferment in the 
Church, but likewiſe, that Recommendation it met 
with from ſome Miniſters, who have countenanced 
and forwarded this Practice, if not by their Doc- 
trine, yet by their Lives and Examples; and who 
wear a fair Appearance, and are of Weight. And 
it is far more difficult to account, how they ſhould 
run into ſuch a Practice, than that others ſhould fol- 
low them therein; for to overlook the Ill of ſuch a 
Practice, they muſt overlook what is moſt clearly 
contained in the very Order for Viſitation of the 
Sick, and in many other Parts of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, according to the Uſe of the Church of 
England, which the Miniſters of this Church ſtand 
ſolemnly engaged to conform to: I mean that Book 
of Common CANES ns is eſtabliſhed by Law + ; 
| * - | and 


1 An Epiſcopal Ch; _ 8 are 9 
ries; and, if ever any Parcel of Preſbyterians ſhould become 
| ſuch Hypocrites, as deceitfully to take to the Church, that na- 
tional Church muſt have a very Rrong Conſtitution, which can 
bear the Poiſon of ſuch Hypocrites. Falſe Sectarjes in the 
Church are to be numbered among the . Enemies of the 
Church of Chriſt. | 
1 Human Laws are (aid to eſtabliſh Religien': But her can- 
not eſtabliſh Religion; if * could, doubtleſs, thoſe Coun- 


tries, 


y 
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and that, without any Diminutions, or Additions 
thereto, by unconſtitutional Authority, probably, by 
far the beſt Book of Common Prayer in Chriſten- 
dom, as to the great Principles of our Religion: 
And a way muſt be — who merit 
n 
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tries, which once were Chriſtian, would have always need 
ſo. The publick Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion is eſta- 
bliſhed, and continued on, among a People, by that Hand 
which hath removed it from one Nation to another. All that 
human Laws or Power can do, for the Eftabliſhment of the 
' Chriſtian Religion, is the receiving the Miniſters thereof, as 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, according to the Manner appointed by 
the New Teſtament. And all, that human Laws and Power 
can do, againſt the Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion, 
when it is grown hateful in the Sight of a State, upon Account 
of its being inconſiſtent with a Point, the Deeds of Men direct 
them to, is either the undermining, or the openly rejecting the 
good and faithful Miniſters thereof; and the receiving thoſe, 
who are evidently unfaithful in the Things committed to their 
Truſt, according to the Order they hold in the Church of Chriſt. 
This is done for the Eſtabliſhment of Religion here, according 
to the Conſtitution of this Country. The King of England at 
his Coronation, being aſked by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
promiſes, upon his moſt ſolemn Oath, That“ he will grant, 
e keep, and confirm, the Laws, Cuſtoms, and Franchiſes 
granted to the Clergy, according to the Laws of God ; the 
<« true Profeſſion of the Goſpel eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom; 
and agreeing to the Prerogative of the Kings thereof, and 
<« the antient Cuſtoms of this Realm.” And, in the ſame ſo- 
lemn Manner, promiſes to the Biſhops, That, “ with a willing 


n cc and 
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ſuch a Bleſſing. Now, at this Time, none are 
more likely to try to diſparage this Book, than ſome 
Set of anonymous Preſbyterian Writers, making 
formal Shew of their Candour, while carping there- 
at. This would be a conſiſtent Part for thoſe wild 
Sectaries to play, who deteſt our Church, and load it 
with all the moſt opprobriousand ſcandalous Names; 
and look upon all the Miniſters. thereof in that 
Light, in which that Part of the Clergy, who over- 
officiouſly buſy themſelves about Elections for 
Knights, Citizens, or Burgeſſes, to ſerve in a Par- 
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« and devout Heart, he will preſerve and maintain to them, 
and the Churches committed to their Charge, all canonical 
60 Privileges, and due Law and Juſtice; and that he will be 
c their Protector and Defender to his Power, by the Aſſiſtance 
ce of God, as every good King in his Kingdom ought in Right 
to protect and defend the Biſhops, and the Churches under 
their Government.” When the Power of any Faction, in 
any Country in Chriſtendom, runs ſo high, that they aim at a 
tyrannical, abſolute, or unlimited Exerciſe of Authority, ſo 


ſtrictly forbidden Chriſtians, then they, who ſell themſelves to 


be their Agents, will lend their Aid, to trample down under- 
foot, whatever is apprehended to ſtand in their Way, be it the 
Rights of the Church, the Prerogative of a crowned Head, or 
the antient and rightful Cuſtoms of the Commonalty. Yet, 
whenever ſuch Clouds do ariſe, and ſeem gathering to a Storm, 
he, who will not then act as every one who puts his Truft in 
God is bound to act, but acts otherwiſe, acts in a Manner not in 
the leaſt likely either to contribute towards the Reſt, Peace, d 
N or Liberty of others, or ever to find it himſelf. 
liament; 
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liament ; or who act any baſe Part inconſiſtent with 
their Character; are looked upon in the Eyes of all 
| ſober and ſerious Chriſtians : But what can other 
Sectaries mean, by carping at the Book of Common 
Prayer, according to the Uſe of the Church of Eng- 
land, who allow many excellent T bings to be con- 
tained therein? Can they now imagine, that, if they 
could run down what remains, what little remains of 
the Catholic and Apoſtolic Church in Fact here, that 
their Sect will be received in the Room thereof? 
The lily inſtilling a Diſlike of the Liturgy, and other 
Parts of our Book of Common Prayer, into the 
Minds of the Members of our Church, can ſerve no 
other Purpoſe, but to weaken and deftroy the good 
and fundamental Principles of Chriſtianity received 
into the Church of England; and ſuch Loſs of good 
Principles, if not promotive of new Crimes, muſt 

tend to harden a People in Inoculation, or any other 
bad Practice they are fell into; which Practice of 
Inoculation hath now got ſuch Strength, that it 

needs many and the ſtrongeſt Antidotes againſt it; 
ſince, as it hath the above-mentioned Circumſtance 
attending it, that of being recommended by ſome of 
the Clergy ; for none can ſo effectually put Darkneſs 

for Light, and Light for Darkneſs, and Bitter for 

Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter, as thoſe Miniſters, 

who have loſt Sight of the Truth and Simplicity of 
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| the Goſpel. And, it is probable, that, where they 
have no Chriſtian Principles to ground their Well- 
meaning on, that they bring Religion ſurer on to its 
Deſtruction, than the profligate Wretch who: ha- 
rangues with horrid Blaſphemies. 


How fur Authority for Inoculation, fetched from 
the Example of ſome eminent Phyſicians and Cler- 
gymen, may leſſen the Preſumption thereof in 
others, I ſhall not offer to ſet forth. It becometh 
thoſe ho offend, induced by Authority and Ex- 
ample, to reflect on this, That © the Authority and 
Example of a degenerate and corrupt World can 
ce never juſtify Men in any bad Practice, till Al- 
«© mighty God ſhall reverſe his Word, and ſuffer. 
the Authority and Example of this World to out- 
« weigh his righteous Commands.“ May Al- 
« mighty God, our heavenly Father, whoſe never- + 
« failing Providence ordereth all Things both in 
C Heaven and Earth, put away from us all hurtful 
78 © Things, and give us thoſe Things, which be 


ce profitable for us, through Jeſus Chr our Lord. 
cc. Ann. 
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